
COVID-19 RESPONSE



MISSION
The mission of the Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis, Inc. is to empower African Americans 
and others throughout the region in securing economic self-reliance, social equality and civil rights.

VISION
As the leading champion of empowerment and opportunity for African Americans, the Urban League 
of Metropolitan St. Louis envisions a region where all people:
• Are valued members of the community;
• Can adequately support themselves and their families;
• Can live in neighborhoods that are vibrant and thriving;
• and, Share in the region’s prosperity and well-being.

STRATEGY
The Urban League will advocate for and empower African Americans and others in Metropolitan 
St. Louis by pursuing the following priorities:
​

1. Economic Opportunity: Creating ladders out of poverty through jobs, entrepreneurship and financial responsibility. 

2. Educational Excellence: Providing access to quality education from pre-kindergarten through college. Creating 

an Urban League Leadership Academy to provide scholarships and internships for high school and college students. 

3. Community Empowerment: Providing a social safety net to stabilize our neediest families. 

4. Civil Rights and Advocacy: Obtaining fair and equal treatment in all aspects of society, whether governmental, 

economic, social, educational or cultural.



OVERVIEW
Overview of the Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis, a legacy of Operations 
during turbulent times

The Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis has a 102 year history of empowering African Americans 
and others throughout this region in securing economic self-reliance, social equality and civil rights. 
Our St. Louis operations date back to 1918 when we began with the mission of stabilizing conditions 
for African Americans as a result of the negative impacts of the East St. Louis Race Riots. Since then, 
we have grown to become the nation’s largest 5-Star designated Urban League Affiliate, with 250 
employees, 15 locations and 50 different programs and services. We provided services to 100,000 
low-income clients in 2019. We have reached this level of client service because of an effective 
strategic plan and leadership, a committed staff and volunteers and our belief in a vision for this 
region where all of our clients: 

• Are valued members of the community
• Can adequately support themselves and their families
• Can live in neighborhoods that are vibrant and thriving and, they share in the region’s 
   prosperity and well being

We are once again facing turbulent times with the COVID-19 pandemic. The deadly novel corona 
virus is challenging our country in unimaginable ways, from changing our daily lives to the shifting 
health of the world and economy. Because we serve the most vulnerable population, who statistics 
confirm are the most impacted by the pandemic to date, the Urban League has redoubled our 
commitment to serving the basic needs of food/toiletries, utility, rent & mortgage assistance and 
employment services to our clients. This is in addition to the deployment of the Urban League 
Public Safety Division which will effectively engage households held in bondage to the many aspects 
of poverty and its impacts on the family, community and our society. Because of our commitment to 
implementing Humanitarian Response programming for the next 4 to 6 months, we are respectfully 
requesting a $50,000 contribution and partnership collaboration for the Urban League of Metropolitan 
St. Louis Division of Public Safety. 









Photos - Food & Toiletries Giveaways 



Video Links - Food & Toiletries Giveaways  

Thank You Urban League Recap of 1-5 Food Drives

1. Urban League serves region during COVID-19 crisis with series of drive-thru food, 
toiletries distributions
2. McDonald’s to donates $45K worth of food to the Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis
3. Urban League said it turned away hundreds at food drive as unemployment rate soars
4. Huge turnout for Urban League food distribution event
5. Hundreds attend Alton food giveaway as coronavirus takes toll on Illinois residents
6. Michael McMillan: Common crisis, common ground
7. Finding food and other resources for your family during the pandemic
8. Coronavirus notebook: Wells Fargo commits $250,000, urgent care offering antibody tests
9. Civic Progress, Regional Business Council grant $500K to Urban League

Media Links - Food & Toiletries Giveaways

https://youtu.be/gltdfmWXA84
https://youtu.be/G8UYYR0gD2o
http://www.stlamerican.com/news/local_news/urban-league-serves-region-during-covid-19-crisis-with-series-of-drive-thru-food-toiletries/article_e9530140-8e61-11ea-bc1b-fb69410bf1e1.html
http://www.stlamerican.com/news/local_news/urban-league-serves-region-during-covid-19-crisis-with-series-of-drive-thru-food-toiletries/article_e9530140-8e61-11ea-bc1b-fb69410bf1e1.html
https://www.ksdk.com/article/entertainment/dining/whats-cookin-in-the-lou/mcdonalds-to-donate-45k-worth-of-food-to-urban-league/63-db914938-0261-4605-9ad8-c7f78748488c
https://www.kmov.com/news/urban-league-said-it-turned-away-hundreds-at-food-drive-as-unemployment-rate-soars/article_6ef18b44-8c20-11ea-a0d4-e3c3f8309c54.html
https://www.kmov.com/news/huge-turnout-for-urban-league-food-distribution-event/article_6c6d3bca-7b1d-11ea-83bc-cb420821d5d6.html
https://www.bnd.com/news/coronavirus/article242275441.html
https://www.stltoday.com/opinion/columnists/michael-mcmillan-common-crisis-common-ground/article_e2ab92b8-705f-5cde-932b-3f372b3074dc.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&utm_campaign=user-share&fbclid=IwAR01mn_G9ZlfdeKeacM27dCEH-I_NhRENFZsIvecd3lRCosRIasccOwKveg
https://www.stltoday.com/lifestyles/parenting/aisha-sultan/finding-food-and-other-resources-for-your-family-during-the-pandemic/article_abc3406e-b662-5098-9396-7743d997efaa.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/news/2020/05/11/coronavirus-notebook-wells-fargo-commits-250-000.html
http://www.stlamerican.com/news/local_news/civic-progress-regional-business-council-grant-500k-to-urban-league/article_8b2357e0-9173-11ea-ba61-43a91e05e980.html


Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | YouTube

DOWNLOAD AT WWW.ULSTL.COM

https://www.facebook.com/ulstl1918
https://twitter.com/ulstl
https://www.instagram.com/ulstl/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLb8OIX89WphGzOHCDojBHtnrDwvuvfuAe



